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Oleg Valeryevich Shishkin
(29.07.1966-17.07.2014)

Dear colleagues!

Chemical community is grieving over the tragic loss of a renowned scientist, Dr. Sec.
(Chemistry), Acting General Director of the SSI "Institute for Single Crystals” of National
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, Head of Department of X-ray Diffraction Studies and
Quantum Chemistry, an outstanding and most extraordinary man — Prof. Oleg Valeryevich
Shishkin who passed away at the age of 47.

Prof. Oleg Shishkin was born on July 29, 1966 in Kolomak (Kharkiv Region, Ukraine).
In 1983, graduated from Valki (Kharkiv Region) high school with honor, and on 1990
graduated from Kharkiv State University (Department of Chemistry) with diploma thesis
dedicated to Molecular and Crystal Structure of Dihydroazolopyrimidines. Subsequently,
Prof. Oleg Shishkin dedicated his entire life to the study of molecular and crystalline
structure and properties of substances.

Following the completion of the PhD-course at the Department of Organic Chemistry of
Kharkiv State University under the guidance of Prof. S.M. Desenko in 1993, Oleg Shishkin
successfully presented thesis titled "Molecular Structure and Conformation Analysis of
Nitrogenous Partially Hydrogenated Rings".

In 1994-1997, Oleg Shishkin made a career from research associate to senior researcher
at the X-ray Structure Analysis Laboratory of the A.N. Nesmeyanov Institute of Organoele-
ment Compounds (INEOS) of Russian Academy of Sciences (Moscow). In 1995, during his
tenure at the INEOS RAN, Oleg Shishkin took his fellowship at the University of Notting-
ham (the U.K.).

Upon the return to Ukraine in 1997, Oleg Shishkin got a job at the Institute for Single
Crystals with the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine to the position of the junior
researcher, from which he proceeded to the position of academic secretary. He stayed with
this organization through its numerous permutations and transformations and in 2011 he
made it to the position of the Acting General Director of the SSI "Institute for Single
Crystals™ of National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine.

In 1999, Oleg Shishkin got his habilitation by successfully presenting thesis titled
"Molecular Structure and Conformational Analysis of Hexatomic Dihydrocycles”.

Exclusive organizational skills and genuine commitment to obtaining scientific results
helped him combine the efficient administrative work with likewise efficient scientific
activities. Founded in 1998 with active participation of and headed by Prof. Oleg Shishkin,
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the Department of X-ray Diffraction Studies and Quantum Chemistry became top in Ukraine
and one of the top-notch scientific groups throughout the C.I.S.

Prof. Oleg Shishkin is a renowned expert in organic, quantum and computer chemistry.
His scientific interests extended to top hot problems of molecular and crystal structure of
most diverse compounds and materials, study of conformational properties and dynamics of
organic molecules, analysis of the character and the nature of intermolecular interaction in
molecular complexes and crystals. He was the author of the innovative approach to the
analysis of supramolecular architecture of molecular crystals that is based on the study of
topology and the energy of intermolecular interaction. Prof. Shishkin actively cooperated
with scientists representing scientific institutes and universities of Ukraine, Russia, the
United States, Poland, Germany, France, etc.

As an author and co-author of over 1,000 papers, Prof. Shishkin was one of the Top-20
cited Ukrainian scientists.

Prof. Shishkin strongly believed in popularization of science, gave numerous interviews
to mass media and wrote a lot of analytical articles dedicated to organizational improvement
of scientific activities in contemporary conditions, giving updates on specific scientific
achievements and projects of the Institution he was in charge of. In addition, he was most
adamant about involvement of the youth in scientific activities and, therefore, provided
strong assistance to the young researchers, enthusiastically and with ultimate commitment
taught at the V.N. Karazin National University of Kharkiv and trained PhD students.

We lost a Human Being full of creative concepts, creative energy, ultimate erudite and
top professional, enthusiast and a man of passion and good heart.

Fond memories of Prof. Oleg Valeryevich Shishkin — our beloved friend and colleague -
will keep on inspiring us and give us strength to overcome this terrible misfortune and
become worthy successors of this honorable Man.

These are some of the papers written by prof. O.V. Shishkin
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ring puckering coordinates // INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF QUANTUM CHEMISTRY, 2014,
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Prof. V.A. Chebanov
Prof. S.M. Desenko
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